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Of Thomas Splitln\%nnd ceven others, the head chiefs and war-, 3{;?;1;*32&‘;:

riors of the Huron or yndott nations of Indians, shewing : That pe putin ion
from time immemorial that nation has possessed without interruption ].?u‘;f{‘;"":'_k:","’ﬁ‘;';

a tract of land, seven miles square, lying between Sandwich and Am- thea.
herstburg, and also an island called * Fighting Island” uearly oppo-
gite; that they have been unjustly deprived o% the same by the FPro-
vincial government, which, at the instigation of George Ironside, su-
perintendant and others, conceded to the half-brecd indians who had
no claim thereon, these lands belonging to the proper Wyndots, and
which were reserved to be enjoyed by them after the manners and
customs of their forefathers—that they have frequently applied to
the Provincial government and were snformed that these things were
done with its consent and their remonstrances were H?'oct —that
one Thomas Paston has taken possession of * Fighting Island,” from
whose encroachments they have not been protecte by the King
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whom they were always accustomed to consider their father and pro-
tector—that these lauds were ceded to them by the Chippewas and
others (the lake confederacy of Indians) and reserved at the sale of
lands in the Western district, for their use, with a special request
that they might not be distnrbed in the possession of them—that in
the year 181 1. being aggrieved by the encroachments of the whites,
they petitioned Lieutenant Governar Gore, requesting His Majesty
would give them a deed in fee of their lands, who replied that this
was impossible, as the Wyandots themselves had the better title, as-
earing them atthe same time, that the King would always protect
them in the possession ol their Jands—that they had peuceable pos-
session ever sinee, 1l disturbed by Ironside and oihers of Amerst-
burs—and that the government has broken thro’ the usages and cus-
toms cstablishad by treating with the hall-breeds, who ounly live on
suffcrance among them—that they are sorely grieved that the pro-
tecting hand of their great father the King has Leen withdrawn
from them, which must bave arisen, they think, from the mirep-
resentations of some wicked persons, seeking only to destroy them ;
that memorialists are a remnant of one of the great tribes of the
western world, who from fighting from time immenorial against the
cnemics of their great father, are now reduced to a very small num-
ber; thatthey have longsince been converted to the cliristian religion
and wish to reside near their friends the white people; that they have
daily examples in the United States of their brethren being driven
into the wildernces and hunted like the deer of the forest,—but that
until now they always had sufficient confidence in their great father
to believe that he would not treat them as the red people were treated
by the government of the United States; that they have no desire to
desert the christian religion, and return to the customs aud habits of
the heathens ; bat that all their wish is, that their great father will
lenve them in the undisturbed possession of the little handful of land
that belongs to them. Memorialists pray the House to represent, by
address, their situation, to the King their great father, and to re-
quest him to interfere in the proceedings of his provineis] government
against them, and that he will prevent the said government from
wresting their little piece of land away from them,

Memorialists further state that there is a small portion of their
tribe have resided in the United States on lands possessed by them
before Jay's treaty—that they remained neutral during the war for the
sole object of saving their lands; but that from the present disposi-
tion of the gavernment and the people, they are anxious tfo remnove
once more mto the country of their Great Father, whom they always
loved : and that their brothers (the memorialists) arc desirous of re-
cewving them and giving them cornfields along side of them, on their
lite picce of ground : memorialists refer to accompanying documents
in support of what they ray, &c. &e.
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Of Tho's Sylitlog On motion of Mr. Mackenzie, seconded by Mr. Gibson,
and others. Ordered—That the petition of Thomas Splitlog and uthers, Chiefs
of the Wyandot nation; be referred to a select committee, to consist of
Messrs. Wilkinson, Lount, Mclntosh, and Wilson, with leave to report
by addrEss or otherwise.

On motion of Mr. Richardson, seconded by Mr. Caldwell,
Ordered—That two hundred copies of the petition of Thomes

Of Tho's Splitleg Splitlog and seven others, head chiefs and warriors of the Hm'm or
R e ’Wyanﬁnt nation, be priated for the wse of members.
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Mr. Mackenzie from the committee to which was referred the

petition of Splitlog and otiers, Indians of the Wyandott tiibe, re-

orted the draft of an adidress to His Excellency the Lieutenant
overnor, which was received, and read twice.

On the question for adopting the Address, Mr. Richardson, sec-
onded by Mr. Caldwell. moves in amrodment, that the Address be
taken into consideration in committee of the whole House on Thurs-
day next,

Which was lost.

The address was then adopted, read a third time and passed
and is as follows:

To His Excellency Sir Francis Bond Head, Knight Commander of the
Ruyal Hanovcrian Guelphic Order, and of the Prussian Mili.
tary Order of Merit, Licutenant Governor of ike Provincs
of Upper Canada, &e §e &t.

Mar v rrsase Younr ExcrLLEeNcy:

We, His Majesty™s dutifil and loyal subjects, the Commonz of Upper
Canada in Proviucial Parlioment assonubled, hombly represent to Your Excellency, that
Thomas Splitlog, Timmas Clarke, Nicholas Latord, Mauthias Splitlog, John B, &'him,
Maithirs Barneit, Joseple B, Whit , and Peter Roundbead, Chicfs and Warriors of the
Huron or Wyandott Nation—have by metaerial to this 1Honse, complained of George
[rouside, the Ladiaa supeciantendent and others, far that they kad instigated the govern-
ment to divide amone anil roncede to the Lalf-brevd Indians, uet entitled thereto, a tract
of land between Sandwich anil Amlersthurgh, containine alont seven milss square, al-
though tle: said Wvandatt Nationhad held and peaceably enjoyed the same from time, im-
semotial, and resided on the same, living after the customs and manners of their fathers,

That Fichiing Iabind beloags to thery, bt ias been kept possession of by one
Thomas Paxion, who bacd, tiey say, paid them no reat sinee a licence of occupatiun
was granted him by e sovernment. .

That they hat pesle several applications to the zovernment for its aid and protec-
sion, whicl hak Leeo denied then.

That ut the sul: made to the government of the lands in the Western district, the
tract now attempicid to b tiken from the said "t"{.ﬂmﬂmr Indians, was specially veserved
for them, with a particalar reguest of the Indins of the Lirke confederacy, that the
King andd his officors wonld net di-irb them ja their possession of the same.

They alan pray this Lonse to inquire into the merits of their case, and if found de-
swrving, toask tie royal nterlerence on their bellf; so that His government here might
be prevented © from wiesiing their little ]l:uu:n of land nway from them.”

We Lumbly regoest tint Your Excellency would give direction that there be laid
before this House, all such dneumentary and other evidence in the possession of the gov-
ernment or its offices, relative 1o the said Huron reserve or of the proceedings of the
government had thercon, as would ciable this House to ascertain whether its further in-
terference on behulf of the Wyandott Indians is required.

MARSHALL 8. B!B“"Eg[u

Commens House of Assembly, |
Feliruary 13th, 1530
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Mr. Shaver from the commiitee L) wait upon His Execllency
the Lieutenant Governor with the address of this House on Indian
affairs, reported delivering the same, and that Ijs Excellency had

been pleased to make thereto the fullowing answer ;
Gexrrgaes,

1t is with great reluctance I fecl it necessary to state, that without authori-
ty from the Seerctary of Stae, I am unwilling to submit to the House of Assembly
“the docaments and viher evidence i the possession of the gaverninent ar its officers,
** relative 10 the Huren rosorve, or to the proceedings of the government had thereon,
*“as wonll enable the House to ascertaio whether its interference nn behalf of the Wyan-
* dott Ludians is required.”

My objections on this subject, are those of palicy, rather than of law—and without
denying the constitutional right of either of the two tiouses of the Legislature to enguire
into any subject ia which they may consider the public interests to be involved, I am of
opinion that the disclosure of documents and evilence of the character alluded to, would
be attended with evil consequences to those whom it is intended to benefit, by rendering
the Indians doubtful of the all-sufficicnt and paternal protection of His Majesty, on
which they have hitherto solely relied.

Without reverting to the anomalous history of the aborigenes of this land, T will
merely observe, that in Upper Canada, the Indians have hitherto been under the exclu-
sive care of His Majesty, the territories they inhabit being tracts of crown lands deve-
ted 1o their sole use as ** Iis Allies,”

Over thesc lands His Majesty has never exercised his paramount right, except at
their request, and for their manifest advantage.

Within their own communities, they have hitherto governed themselves by their
own unwritten laws and customs—their lands and property huve never been subject 1o
12x or assessment, or themselves liable to personul service.

As they are not subject to such liabilities, neither do they vet possess the political
privileges of His Majesty’s subjects generally. Tha superiaten Jeuts, missionaries, school-
masters, and others who reside amony them for their protection and civilization, are ap-
pointed and paid by the King—io his representative all appeals have uniil now been
made, and with him has all responsibility rested. In every respect they appear 1o be
most constitutionally within the jurisdiction and prerogative of the Crown, and as I de-
clare myself not only ready but desirous to attend to any complaint they may offer me;
1 consider it would be highly impolitic {especially for the abject of redressing a trifling
grievance) to sanction the ngﬂp'rinn of a new course for their internal government.

To this general view of the subject, I have only to add, that as regards the particu-
lar memorial submitted to the House of Assembly by Thomas Splitlog, Thomas Clarke
and six others, of the Huron or Wyandot nation, a counter petition signed by eleven in-
dividuals of similar tribe and rank has been presented to the [louse, stating :

* We have the fullest confidence in the justice and fatherly protection of eur be-
** loved sovereign and his representative the Liestenant Goveror.”
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Mr. Richardson, seconded by Mr. Caldwell, moves, that two Motion for piial-
hundred copies of the answer of His Excellency, ihe Licutenant pite sovmor.
(GGovernor, to the address of this House on the subject of the petition
of Splitlog and others, be printed for the use of members in the

Journal forn.
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On which the yeas and nays being taken, were as follows : Divirion.
YEAS—Messieurs,
Caldwell, Richardson,—2. Fs s

NAYS—~MerssiEuks,

Ronlion, Cribson, Maorrison, Smith,

Irown, Gilehrist, Parke, Thorbura,

Bruce, Lewis, Robinsan, Walsh,

¢ liesser, MeDonell, (5l ngary. Rublin, Waters,

hsholin, MecDonell, Stormont. Rymal, Welle,

Cuook, Mackensie, Shaver Wilkinson,

Cornwall, Mec Lean, Shibley, Wilson, Navs 34

Duncombe, Norfoll, Malloch, Samll, Woolverton—itt, e Ll

Dunlop, Moore-



